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Shareholder’s right to know being for the purpose of gaining company’s 
information not only is one of important rights of shareholders, but also is the 
essential method and medium for shareholders to exercise other rights. But nowadays, 
with expansion of Board of directors and management’ rights, shareholder’s right to 
know is being ignored and crowded out, which not only lead to the result that the 
shareholders can not make the right judgment, but also harm their economic interest 
directly. Compared with the old Law of Corporation, the new one make more  
specific provision for shareholder’s right to know, which not only extend the range of 
shareholder’ s right to know, but also make more convenient system design for 
shareholders’ right to know. But meanwhile, the legislation of shareholder’s right to 
know faces conflict and balance between shareholder’s interest and company’s 
interest. How to not only protect the shareholder’s right to know, but also not to harm 
company’s interest? This problem cause us to think deeply. 
Except preface and conclusion, this paper covers four aspects. 
Chapter I through theoretical analysis , elaborates on the concept, content, origin, 
attribute and rationale of shareholder’s right to know. 
Chapter II introduces the domestic and foreign legislative situation, and present 
and compare the provisions of shareholder’s right to know in old Law of Corporation 
and the new one. 
Chapter III takes the 26 cases about shareholder’s right to know which People's 
court of Gulou District in Fuzhou has tried and settled from 2008 to now as 
investigation and analysis targets, conclude the characters and difficulties of this type 
of cases in lawsuits. 
Chapter IV, Author aims at the problems of this type of cases exposed in trial 
practice, and express my view about subject, range, restriction and procedure of 
shareholder’s right to know. 
Author think that the shareholder’s right is born , so any legislation and articles of 
incorporation can not deprive shareholders of this right. While balancing 
shareholder’s interest and company’s interest , legislation can only specify the way to 
exercise shareholder’s right, but not restrict the range and content of this right. The 













shareholder’s right to know all over the world. As one of the countries in statute law 
system , China should take more examples from the countries in continental legal 
system when adopt this theory to make the cognizance of legitimate purpose has more 
operability. Furthermore, the lawsuit about shareholder’s right to know should refer to 
the mode of dunning procedure of applying accountable warrant to make this type of 
lawsuit have more timeliness.  
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或是摘抄。《日本商法典》第 239 条第 6 项、第 244 条第 4 项、第 260 条之四第
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